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Message from the Founder &
CEO, Barbara Turner

 
 
As we reflect on 2025, I am filled with deep gratitude and excitement
for what we accomplished and what lies ahead. The year marked a
transformative milestone for BT RISE with the approval of our sister
company, BT RISE, Inc. as a 501(c)(3) public charity. This is a
powerful step that positions us to expand our reach, deepen our
impact, and serve more individuals and families across our region.
 
Since our inception in 2023, BT RISE, LLC has proudly distributed
more than $1.7 million in grants, scholarships, and leadership
development support to individuals and organizations with the goal of
strengthening families and communities. Until now, these initiatives
were solely self-funded by me and my family, driven by a deep belief in
the transformative power of advocacy, education, opportunity, and
economic empowerment.
 
During our first full year of operation, we were humbled to be
recognized as the 2024 Outstanding Organization or Foundation by
the Cincinnati Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals
on National Philanthropy Day, a testament to the meaningful change
BT RISE is helping to create in the community.

At BT RISE, our mission is simple yet
powerful. BT RISE empowers women and
under-resourced communities to unlock their
potential, achieve financial independence,
and build sustainable futures through
advocacy, education, and economic
opportunity.



Our Mission Our Purpose
BT RISE empowers
women and under-
resourced communities
to unlock their potential,
achieve financial
independence, and build
sustainable futures
through advocacy,
education, and economic
opportunity.

The purpose of BT RISE is
to ignite empowerment
and possibility. We
champion women and
underserved communities
by equipping them with the
knowledge, resources, and
support needed to achieve
financial freedom and
long-term stability.

20
COMMUNITY

PARTNERS JOINED
FORCES TO DELIVER

IMPACTFUL SERVICES
ACROSS GREATER

CINCINNATI

We rise by lifting others - one
opportunity at a time



With the addition of BT RISE, Inc., we now operate through a dual-entity
structure that allows us to serve individuals in a more comprehensive and
impactful way.

BT RISE, LLC

Will continue supporting individuals launching or scaling for-profit
businesses by offering:

Financial coaching for individuals launching or scaling businesses
Business plan development and strategic guidance
Grants and technical assistance for early-stage entrepreneurs

These services help individuals turn ideas into income, build sustainable
businesses, and contribute to economic vitality. 

BT RISE, Inc. 501(c)(3)

Will now lead our mission to advance financial independence, education, and
leadership development for individuals and families - particularly from
underserved communities. Programs transitioning to the nonprofit include:

Scholarships for college, career training, and internships
Leadership development programs for women and youth
Financial empowerment workshops and coaching
Youth mentorship, development, and engagement initiatives
Women’s empowerment programming
Support for unhoused individuals 
Strategic partnerships with mission-aligned nonprofits

This structure allows us to expand programming, apply for grants, and build
long-term sustainability as community needs continue to grow.

Two Entities, One Mission: 
Empowering Families & Communities



BT RISE 
2025 By the Numbers 

 

$720,000+ Invested
Funding provided for education, entrepreneurship, and workforce initiatives.

1,200+ Women Empowered & Inspired
Engaged through the 2  annual F.I.R.E. Conference and multiple women’s
empowerment speaking engagements featuring our CEO. 

nd

2,500+ Volunteer Hours 
Contributed by BT RISE volunteers supporting events and outreach programs.  

4,000+ Essential Items Distributed 
Blessing bags and critical supplies provided to individuals experiencing 
homelessness. 

10 Self Sufficiency Grants Awarded
Ten youth began their self-sufficiency journey with trusted-based grants
provided by BT RISE.

$80,000 In-Kind Donations
Tickets, meals, clothing, books, and other essential items to engage youths and
support families in need. 

18 Students Supported on Their Postsecondary
Journey
BT RISE grants removed financial barriers, enabling students to start or
continue college or career-training programs.

476 Individuals Completed Professional
Development & Leadership Training Programs
Participants strengthened their career opportunities and leadership skills
through BT RISE - supported initiatives. 

 
 
 



Stories of Impact
“We are so grateful to BT RISE for their generous support and confidence in our mission to
serve children experiencing homelessness. Barbara and the team model 'trust-based
philanthropy' by providing meaningful support while empowering us to do what we do
best. It is an honor to partner with them!"
   -Melissa Adamchick, Executive Director, UpSpring
 

"We are incredibly grateful for the support and partnership of BT RISE! BT RISE has
opened doors to unique experiences for our families and members’ opportunities they
might not have had otherwise. Additionally, BT RISE has provided layers of resources that
directly support our organizational goals and priorities. We’re thankful for this
partnership, which is empowering our Kings to rise above their current circumstances."
     -Jordan Bankston, Founder, President & CEO, Forever Kings

“With BT RISE standing beside us, we have expanded our Surge program and the reach of
our signature initiatives—including our annual Book Bag Giveaway, Christmas Jingle Jam,
Coat Drive, and Thanksgiving Food Drive—ensuring that students have access to
resources, joy, and opportunities throughout the year. In addition, we have supported over
300 additional students across the city through a variety of community efforts designed to
encourage growth, connection, and empowerment.”
      - Brothas, Inc.

"I am incredibly grateful for the support of BT RISE. The funding we received from BT
RISE has directly contributed to the success of our recent initiatives, missions and
operations, enabling SureHarvest Home Health Care, LLC to provide essential services to
seniors and homebound individuals with disabilities. This collaboration has not only
strengthened SureHarvest Home Health Care, LLC, but has also created lasting positive
change for the families and people we serve. We value this partnership deeply and look
forward to our continued work together." 
     - Wilma Anthony,MSN, RN, Owner, SureHarvest Home Health Care

"BT Rise made it possible for our business to grow and extend its reach in meaningful
ways. Through their support, we were able to expand educational offerings, train and
develop individuals who might not otherwise have access to this industry, and increase our
organization’s visibility and impact. We are especially grateful that BT Rise is one of the
few grant programs that prioritizes mission and community impact over an organization’s
size or name."
     - Shannon C., Realtor / Principal Broker / Auctioneer, All Purpose Realty



Ahead
Looking

2025 was a year of building, transitioning, and strengthening to position BT RISE for
deeper impact in 2026 and beyond. With our new structure, proven programs, and a
clear strategic vision, BT RISE is ready to expand opportunity for more families and
continue to uplift communities across our region. We stand at the threshold of a new
chapter. One grounded in the same commitment that inspired our founding. With
BT RISE, Inc. now established, we are preparing to invite philanthropic partners,
foundations, and community investors to join us in our grassroots effort to make a
meaningful difference in our community and in the lives of others for generations to
come. 

Thanks to our dedicated employees, Board of Trustees, volunteers and collaborative
partners, BT RISE continues to make a measurable difference. Together, we are
changing lives — one connection, one opportunity, one “RISE” at a time.

With gratitude and purpose,

Barbara A. Turner
 Founder & CEO
 BT RISE



BT RISE Team

                

         

      
      

                 
                 Barbara Turner                                               Frederick Dace                                       Mary Carol Wethington
             PRESIDENT & CEO                                  LOGISTICS MANAGER                            BUSINESS MANAGER
        
                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 
                                           
                Barbara Turner                                                   Dane Dudley                                        Mary Carol Wethington
            PRESIDENT & CEO                                          VICE PRESIDENT                           TREASURER & SECRETARY

               Anthony Harris                          D.J. Hodge                            Danielle Ivory                        Amanda Powell

Board of Trustees


